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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

The amendment filed 10-26-2007 has been entered and considered. 
Claims 1-22, and 24-39 are pending in this application. 
Claim 23 is canceled. 

Claims 1-22, and 24-39 remain rejected as discussed below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-8, 10-17, 19-20, 22, and 24-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Bales et al (US 5,574,724). Hereinafter referred to as Bales. 

Regarding claims 1,10, 35, and 39. Bales discloses a method for supporting 
communications. The method comprises establishing a packet-based audio 
communication link with a remote device (figure 1 , 104 is interpreted as a remote 
device, column 3, lines 5-31, the audio communication link is established with the . 
remote device); informing a local computing device of the audio communication link 
(column 3, lines 5-35, 101 connects to the communication link); receiving a message 
from the local computing device (column 3, lines 32-60, a messages is transmitted and 
received), the message requesting identification of enhanced media capabilities 
associated with the remote device (104 receives a message regarding media capability 
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associated with it); tunneling the message in the audio communication link to the remote 
device (column 3, lines 35-60. The message is transmitted while the call is already 
established. Therefore, the message request must be tunneled); receiving a tunneled 
response in the audio communication link from the remote device (column 3, lines 35- 
60. The system receives an acknowledgment regarding the transmitted request), the 
response identifying the enhanced media capabilities associated with the remote device 
(column 3, lines 35-60. An acknowledgment is received regarding the media capability 
of 103); and forwarding the response to the local computing device (101 receives an 
acknowledgment regarding the transmitted message). 

Regarding claims 2, 11, and 36. Bales discloses a communication method, which 
further comprises determining, at the local computing device, whether the enhanced 
media capabilities associated with the remote device include a particular enhanced 
media capability; and communicating enhanced media packets to the remote device in 
response to determining that the enhanced media capabilities associated with the 
remote device include the particular enhanced media capability (column 3, lines 35-60. 
Based on the acknowledgment received, the system determines if the system may or 
may not support a video communication. If it may, the system initiates the video , 
communication). 

Regarding claims 3, 12, 24, 32 and 37. Bales discloses a communication method 
wherein the particular enhanced media capability is a video capability (column 3, lines 
35-60. The media capability is a video capability), the enhanced media packets are 
video packets (figure 1 is a packet switching network), and communicating the 
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enhanced media packets to the remote device comprises tunneling the video packets in 
the audio communication link to the remote device (column 3, lines 62-67. Audio and 
video packets are transmitted through the same channel). 

Regarding claims 4, 13, 25 and 38. Bales discloses a communication method 
wherein the particular enhanced media capability is a video capability (column 3, lines 
35-60. The media capability is a video capability), the enhanced media packets are 
video packets (figure 1 is a packet switching network), and communicating the 
enhanced media packets to the remote device comprises communicating the video 
packets in a second communication link to the remote device (column 3, lines 62-67. 
the audio channel and video channel are different channels). 

Regarding claims 5, 14 and 26. Bales disclose a communication method that 
further comprises receiving enhanced media packets from the remote device and 
automatically displaying (figure 1. 101 is connected to a displaying device 106 to display 
incoming video from the 104), at the computing device, at least one enhanced media 
window in response to receiving the enhanced media packets from the remote device 
(106 is interpreted as a displaying device. Inherently, Displaying a video will require the 
usage of a media window). 

Regarding claims 6 and 15. Bales discloses a communication method wherein 
the particular enhanced media capability is an instant-messaging capability (column 3, 
lines 5-67. The media capability includes audio video capability. Audio video 
communication between at least two users is considered an instant messaging), the 
enhanced media packets are instant-messaging packets (fig. 1 . The system is packet 
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based system), and communicating the enhanced media packets to the remote device 
comprises tunneling the instant-messaging packets in the audio communication link to 
the remote device (column 3, lines 62-67. The audio video packets may be transmitted 
over the same channel). 

Regarding claims 7 and 16. Bales discloses a communication method wherein 
the audio communication link uses Real-time Transport Protocol (RTP) (it is inherent 
that the system uses a Real-time transport protocol). 

Regarding claims 8 and 17. Bales discloses a communication method that further 
comprises halting communications on the audio communication link; and informing the 
local computing device of the halting of communications on of the audio communication 
link (column 3, lines 5-32. the user establishes the communication link through 101. it is 
inherent for the user to stop the link established trough 1 01 ). 

Regarding claims 19 and 22. Bales discloses a communication support 
apparatus. The apparatus comprises an interface operable to couple to a local 
computing device and a packet network (figure 1, 101 and 106); and a controller 
coupled to the interface (102), the controller operable to establish a packet-based audio 
communication link with a remote device (104), to inform the local computing device of 
the audio communication link (column 3, lines 5-32), to receive a message from the 
local computing device (column 3, lines 32-60, a messages is transmitted and 
received), the message requesting identification of enhanced media capabilities 
associated with the remote device(104 receives a message regarding media capability 
associated with it), to tunnel the message in the audio communication link to the remote 
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device (column 3, lines 35-60. the message is transmitter while the call is already 
established. Therefore, the message request must be tunneled), to receive a tunneled 
response in the audio communication link from the remote device column 3, lines 35-60. 
The system receives an acknowledgment regarding the transmitted request), the 
response identifying the enhanced media capabilities associated with the remote device 
(column 3, lines 35-60. An acknowledgment is received regarding the media capability 
of 103), and to forward the response to the local computing device (101 receives an 
acknowledgment regarding the transmitted message). 

Regarding claim 20. Bales discloses an apparatus wherein the controller is 
further operable to tunnel enhanced media packets between the local computing device 
and the remote device in the audio communication link (column 3, lines 62-67 video 
packets are transmitted using a different channel or link). 

Regarding claim 27. Bales discloses a method for supporting communications. 
The method comprises associating a packet-based telephony device (fig. 1 , 103) with a 
computing device (104); determining media capabilities associated with the packet- 
based telephony device (column 3, lines 5-60); determining enhanced media . 
capabilities associated with the computing device (fig.2); aggregating the media 
capabilities associated with the packet-based telephony device and the enhanced 
media capabilities associated with the computing device (fig.2); and registering the 
aggregating media capabilities with a call manager (101 ), the call manager operable to 
associate the aggregated media capabilities with the packet-based telephony device 
(fig.2). 
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Regarding claim 28. Bales discloses a method that further comprises 
establishing an audio communication link between the telephony device and a remote 
device using the call manager (the communication link is established trough 101-107), 
the audio communication link supporting transmission of audio packets and embedded 
packets (column 3, lines 62-67. the audio link can embed video packets as well). 

Regarding claim 29. Bales discloses a system for supporting communications. 
The system comprises a computing device operable to determine a first set of 
enhanced media capabilities associated with the computing device and to generate a 
message identifying the first set (fig 2. trans 201 ); a packet-based telephony device 
coupled to the computing device and operable to receive the message (fig. 2, 102), to 
determine a second set of media capabilities associated with the telephony (device 
204), to aggregate the first set and the second set into an aggregated set of media 
capabilities (202), and to communicate the aggregated set to a call manager (103, 202); 
and the call manager operable to associate the aggregated media capabilities with the 
packet-based telephony device (103 recognizes the media capabilities of 102). 

Regarding claim 30. Bales discloses a system wherein the call manager is further 
operable to establish an audio communication link between the telephony device and a 
remote device (column 3, lines 5-32 an audio link is established), the audio 
communication link supporting transmission of audio packets and embedded packets 
(column 3, lines 62-67. Video packets are embedded within an audio link). 

Regarding claim 31 . Bales discloses a system wherein the telephony device is 
further operable to tunnel a query in the audio communication link to the remote device 
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(column 3, 32-62, fig 1, a query is sent to determine media capabilities of the remote 
device) the query requesting identification of a remote set of media capabilities 
associated with the remote device (column 3, lines 32-60), to receive a tunneled 
response to the query in the audio communication link (column 3, lines 32-60. an 
acknowledgment is received while an audio communication is established), the 
response identifying the remote set of media capabilities (column 3, lines 32-60. The 
response identify the media capabilities of the remote device), to forward the response 
to the computing device (column 3. lines 30-32. The acknowledgment is forwarded to 
the computing device); and the computing device is further operable to generate the 
query (101 generates the request), to receive the response, to determine whether the 
remote set of media capabilities includes a particular enhanced media capability (101 
determines the media capabilities of the remote device), and to communicate enhanced 
media packets to the remote device in response to determining that the remote set of 
media capabilities includes the particular enhanced media capability (video 
communication is established). 

Regarding claim 33. Bales discloses a system supporting communications. The 
system comprises a packet-based telephony device operable to establish an audio 
communication link with a remote device (fig.1); and a local computing device (104) 
coupled to the telephony device (103); wherein the telephony device is further operable 
to receive a tunneled message in the audio communication link from the remote device 
(101)(column 3, lines 32-60. 101 sends media capability request to 103), the message 
requesting identification of enhanced media capabilities associated with the local 
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computing device (column 3, lines 32-60), to forward the message to the local 
computing device (figure 2, 203), to receive a response from the local computing device 
(207, 208, 209), the response identifying the enhanced media capabilities associated 
with the local computing device (column 3, lines 32-60), and to tunnel the response in 
the audio communication link to the remote device (column 3, lines 5-60. the request 
and the respond are tunneled in the audio link); and wherein the computing device is 
further operable to receive the message (203), to generate the response (207), to 
receive enhanced media packets from the remote device (207), and to automatically 
display at least one enhanced media window in response to receiving the enhanced 
media packets from the remote device (107, associated with 104, is a display device. 
107 displays videos received from 101). 

Regarding claim 34. Bales discloses a system wherein the enhanced media 
packets are video packets and the enhanced media window displays video images 
(column 3, lines 32-60. 101 and 104 exchange video packets, and 107 displays videos 
received from 101) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 
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4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 9, 18, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bales in view of Bowman-Amuah (US 6,434,568). 

Bales discloses that halting communications on the audio communication link 
occurs after receiving an instruction from a user (column 3, lines 5-32. the user 
establishes the communication link through 101 . it is inherent for the user to stop the 
link established trough 1 01 ). 

Bales does not disclose that the instruction selected from a plurality of options 
comprising hold, transfer, and mute. However, Bowman-Amuah discloses a method 
where the user has access to multiple instructions, such as holding, transferring, and 
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muting (see column 61 , lines 10-35). Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to implement the method 
implementing phone features through a computer, as taught by Bowman-Amuah, into 
the communication terminal of Bales for the purpose of enhancing the capabilities and 
features of video conferencing or instant messaging. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 1 0-26-2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

8. 1 st Argument: Applicants argue that Bales reference fails to teach "tunneling the 
message in the audio communication link to the remote device". Applicants argue that 
the reference discusses/teaches conventional signaling and fails to describe or teach 
tunneling. 

' Examiner respectfully disagrees, there are different ways to achieve successful 
signaling between devices. As it is well known in the realm of communication, one of the 
techniques of signaling employs an endpoint message address which is of routing 
significance to both the originating and destination interworked networks. Prior to a 
signaling message arriving at the ingress node of the intermediate network through 
which the signaling message is to be routed, the endpoint address is encapsulated in 
the signaling message and is thereafter routed to the appropriate egress node of the 
intermediate network via an intermediate address which is of routing significance to the 
intermediate network. Upon emerging from the egress node of the intermediate 
network, for instance at the ingress node of the destination network, the signaling 
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message reverts to the use of the original endpoint message address which retains its 
routing significance to the destination network. Thus, this signaling technique is known 
as "tunneling". Therefore, the inherency of tunneling is proper and the rejection is 
proper as well. 

9. 2 nd Argument: Applicants argue that bales reference fails to tech a method for 
supporting communications comprising "aggregating the media capabilities associated 
with the packet-based telephony device and the enhanced media capabilities 
associated with the computing device". 

Examiner respectfully disagrees. It is the examiner's position that according to 
the broadest reasonable interpretation given to the claims, Bales teaches the 
limitation(s) in question as claimed by applicants, (col.3) It is clearly described in details 
that the system aggregates media capabilities of each element/device employed in the 
communication between terminals. Element 101, Figs.1 and 2, collects media 
capabilities of the network elements. 

Conclusion 

10. ' THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the references 
applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified 
citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are applied to specific 
limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is 
respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing responses, to fully consider the 
references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well 
as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the Examiner. 

In the case of amending the claimed invention, Applicant is respectfully 
requested to indicate the portion(s) of the specification which dictate(s) the structure 
relied on for proper interpretation and also to verify and ascertain the metes and bounds 
of the claimed invention. 

When responding to this office action, applicants are advised to clearly point out 
the patentable novelty which they think the claims present in view of the state of the art 
disclosed by the references cited or the objections made. Applicants must also show 
how the amendments avoid such references or objections. See 37C.F.R 1.1 11(c). In 
addition, applicants are advised to provide the examiner with the line numbers and 
pages numbers in the application and/or references cited to assist examiner in locating 
the appropriate paragraphs. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mounir Moutaouakil whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1416. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (1pm-4: 30pm) 
eastern time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hassan Kizou can be reached on 571-272-3088. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 



MM 

Mounir Moutaouakil 
Patent Examiner 
02-01-2008 
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